
CO-CURRICULAR CODE OF CONDUCT 

Developing the physical, mental, emotional and social values of our students will help prepare them for 
their future endeavors. Elk Rapids Schools adheres to the philosophy that interscholastic athletics and 
other experiences, which happen outside of the classroom, are an essential and important part of the total 
educational program. The Co-Curricular Code of Conduct applies to all students who participate in 
athletics or any other co-curricular activity. 
 
Participation in co-curricular activities is a privilege. Those who participate in co-curricular activities have 
a responsibility to favorably represent themselves, their families, as well as the school and community. 
Students participating in co-curricular activities are expected to conduct themselves both in and out of 
school in a manner appropriate to their responsibilities as representatives of the school and district. If a 
student fails to comply with the terms of this code, the privilege to participate may be lost.  
 
At the beginning of the school year or season, each organization shall submit a list of student members to 
the office. 
 
Co-Curricular activities covered:  Athletics, Robotics Competition, Student Senate, Class 
Councils, Musicals, Drama Performance, Madrigal, Pep-Band, MYIG, Debate, NHS, NAHS, Science 
Olympiad, World Quest, Junior Escorts, Chamber Choir, Odyssey of the Mind, SADD/SAFE … and 
others to be determined. 

Eligibility 
First and foremost, students must be passing all classes. Evidence of this will be checked each 
Monday afternoon. Students who are not passing all classes with a D or higher, are considered ineligible 
and must abide by the following guidelines: 
 

 

1
st

 occurrence of ineligibility, in any given class, shall be a grace week.  

 During grace week, the student shall be permitted to and is expected to practice and 
participate as usual. 

 A grace week shall be offered only one time per class, per season/duration of activity. 
 

Additional occurrences of ineligibility shall be handled based on the table below: 

 Non-Consecutive Weeks Consecutive Weeks 

2
nd

 Occurrence  Student shall be permitted and 
is expected to practice as 
usual. 

 Students shall attend and sit 
with his/her team for contests 
but not be allowed to 
participate. 

 Student may not be allowed 
to attend nor participate in 
practices or contests. 

3
rd

 Occurrence  Student shall not be allowed to 
attend or participate in 
practices or contests. 

 Student may be removed 
from the team for the 
remainder of the season. 

4
th

 Occurrence  Student shall be removed from 
the team for the remainder of 
the season. 

 

 
 
In all instances related to academic ineligibility, immediate attention to academic improvement is 
expected from the student. In addition, close monitoring by coaches and parents is strongly 
encouraged. 



Other Eligibility Details: 
1. The eligibility period shall run weekly from Monday to Sunday. 
2. Any consequences being served, for ineligibility, shall be in place for the current and the 

entire eligibility period. 
3. This policy applies to all students in grades 9–12. 
4. Students participating in co-curricular activities must be in attendance by the beginning of 

3
rd

 hour in order to participate in any practice session or contest scheduled that day. The 
only exceptions include pre-arranged absences, a medical appointment, or an 
emergency. Proof from a medical office must be provided to document an appointment. 
The principal or his/her designee shall make final determinations regarding these 
attendance exceptions. 

5. Uniforms and/or equipment shall be turned in at the conclusion of each season. In 
addition, payment for any required replacements shall be the responsibility of the student 
and made in the high school office. These details shall be confirmed before the student 
shall be allowed to begin participating in the next sport/club. 

6. Any student who is suspended either in or out of school or is expelled from school will also be 
suspended or expelled/removed from the Elk Rapids Co-Curricular Program (including practices) 
for the same period of time. In the event that the misconduct is also an athletic code violation, the 
student-athlete may be suspended from athletics for a longer period of time. 

7. Questions regarding eligibility should be directed to the administration. 

Special Consideration for High School Musical/Drama/Madrigal Participation 
Due to the specific circumstances surrounding a student’s role in the high school 
musical/Drama/Madrigal performance, the academic eligibility rules are slightly different: 

 Once the performance dates are within 2 weeks students will remain eligible to participate 
regardless of their academic status.  However, students who lose academic eligibility in the two 
week time period will NOT be eligible to participate in the next musical/drama/madrigal 
production. 

 Students, who violate other school rules such as use/possession of drugs and alcohol and 
school suspensions, are subject to the same loss of privilege standards. 

 
This set of rules is designed to serve as a guideline and is subject to everyday common sense. The spirit 
of the rules is to create a safe, healthy and productive co-curricular environment in the Elk Rapids School 
System. It is realized that no single set of rules, in isolation, can cover every aspect of conduct. 
Therefore, any specific cases outside these rules will be considered and weighed on an equal and fair 
basis using these rules as a point of reference. When a student who is involved in co-curricular activities 
persistently demonstrates that he/she is unable or unwilling to conform to specific regulations, and/or 
impinges on the right of other individuals and/or interferes with the activities of others or the school, 
suspension from the team/club may result. 
 
*Other organizations/groups by-laws can supersede the discipline listed above.  

 

Athletic/Co-Curricular Violations: 
1. Use and/or possession of tobacco products, alcohol, marijuana, paraphernalia, steroids, or 

other substances defined as a drug or a look-alike drug shall be handled using the following 
procedures: 
First Offense: 

a.   The Athlete/Participant will be suspended for 20% of the interscholastic dates of 
competition/performances for the activity in progress or the next activity he/she 
goes out for. 

b. During this suspension period, the student will meet with the high school 
counselor for substance abuse education.  The counselor will evaluate the 
situation and recommend to the administration what may be required of the 
student.   

 



c.       Also, during the suspension period, the student will be required          
to serve 20 hours of community service.  Court ordered Community Service may 
be applied towards the school requirement.  
The student will attend all practices and contests which occur during this time.   
The student will not be allowed to dress for competition.  If not enough time 
remains in the activity to satisfy the penalty, it will carry over to the next activity 
the student participates in.  The student will be able to participate in 
contests/performances when all of the above criteria have been met.   

 
         Second Offense: 

a.   The Athlete/Participant will be suspended for 30% of the interscholastic dates of 
competition/performances for the activity in progress or the next activity he/she 
goes out for. 

b. During this suspension period, the student will meet with the high school 
counselor for substance abuse education.  The counselor will evaluate the 
situation and recommend to the administration what may be required of the 
student. 

c. Also, during the suspension period, the student will be required          
to serve 30 hours of community service.  The student will attend all practices and 
contests which occur during this time.   
The athlete will not be allowed to dress for competition/performances.  If not 
enough time remains in the activity to satisfy the penalty, it will carry over to the 
next activity the student participates in.  The student will be able to participate in 
contests/performances when all of the above criteria have been met.   

 
        Third Offense: 

a.   The Athlete/Participant will be suspended for 50% of the interscholastic dates of 
competition/performances for the activity in progress or the next activity he/she 
goes out for. 

b. During this suspension period, the student will meet with the high school 
counselor for substance abuse education.  The counselor will evaluate the 
situation and recommend to the administration what may be required of the 
student.   

 
c.          Also, during the suspension period, the student will be required          

to serve 40 hours of community service.   
The student will attend all practices and contests/performances which occur   
during this time. The student will not be allowed to dress for 
competition/performances.  If not enough time remains in the activity to satisfy 
the penalty, it will carry over to the next activity the student participates in.  The 
student will be able to participate in contests/performances when all of the above 
criteria have been met.   

 
 
       Fourth Offense: 

a.   The Athlete/Participant will be suspended for one (1) calendar year of 
interscholastic competition/performances.  This will begin on the date of the 
infraction. 

b. During this suspension period, the student will meet with the high school 
counselor for substance abuse education.  The counselor will evaluate the 
situation and recommend to the administration what may be required of the 
student.   

c.          Also, during the suspension period, the student will be required          
to serve 60 hours of community service.  The student will attend all practices and 
contests/performances which occur during this time.    
The student will not be allowed to dress for competition/performances.  If not 



enough time remains in the activity to satisfy the penalty, it will carry over to the 
next activity the student participates in.  The student will be able to participate in 
contests/performances when all of the above criteria have been met.   

 
      Fifth Offense:  

a. The Athlete/Participant will be suspended from interscholastic athletics/performances 
for the remainder of their high school career. 

 

 


