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Friday, February 8th, 2013 
 

RE: Digital Learning Day 
 

Dear Elk Rapids Community Members: 
 

This letter serves to thank you for investing in the students, school system, and future of America.  Your support in renewing the existing technology 

and facilities bond last May has enabled our students and teachers through one-to-one computing to be at the leading edge of educational change.  

Last Wednesday, February 6th marked the second annual Digital Learning Day, but the first time that Elk Rapids Schools was in a position to truly 

take part in this broad initiative. 
 

Digital Learning Day (DLD) is a national program sponsored by the Alliance for Excellent Education.  DLD is not about glorifying technology, but 

focuses on celebrating the possible ways that technology is and can foster student engagement, improved academic performance, and 

transformational teaching.  To learn more about DLD, go online to http://www.digitallearningday.org/ where there is a wealth of resources for 

students, parents, and educators. 
 

Some of the transformational things that I have observed at the secondary level, grades 6-12, at Elk Rapids High School & Cherryland Middle School 

include the use of iPad applications enabling teachers and students to create short movies as well as analyze and improve artistic, musical, and 

athletic performances.  The capacity for creativity and individuality in learning is almost limitless in the acquisition of new languages, health-fitness 

monitoring, and the humanities.  Mobile computing technologies, digital books, online databases, and powerfully networked computer labs are also 

transforming our 20th Century libraries into 21st Century “media centers” and have allowed us to forge a stronger cooperative relationship with the 

Elk Rapids District Library. 
 

It has been enjoyable to observe students and teachers in all subject areas using dynamic applications for note-taking, polling, quizzing, recording, 

and presenting.  Our English Department is implementing technology in the study of language vocabulary, grammar, usage, and sentence vitality.  

Our Science Department uses a myriad of applications and resources including scientific probes and related software to collect and analyze 

environmental data.  In juxtaposition to wall maps and aging textbooks, our Social Studies Department uses amazing applications such as interactive 

maps, and dynamic virtual tours to bring concepts of time and place alive.  Our Math Department routinely uses a powerful application called 

Socrativ for immediate formative assessment, and students can easily access prescriptive learning activities through the online components of their 

textbook. 
 

The best way to learn is to teach, and our new technologies have enabled our students to become teachers.  Some of our brightest pupils have offered 

classes to our community members here in Elk Rapids at events such as Elk Rapids Education Day on February 2nd and at NMC’s Lifelong Learning 

Campus Day in November.  Thanks to you, our students are truly leading and learning the way to our future. 
 

When I began my educational career as a business computer teacher in 1996, I can remember serving on a committee charged with the purpose of 

deciding whether or not the district should network their computers and connect to the Internet.  As a very young teacher, I can remember the 

excitement, but also pockets of resistance to this change.  I urged those questioning the wisdom of this change to consider that by definition, life and 

education is change, and our job as parents, community members, and educators is to prepare the next generation of leaders, not for our idyllic past, 

but for their dynamic future. 
 

So again, thank you for supporting our efforts to acquire and use the tools and methodologies that will ensure the continued success of our students, 

our town, and our country.  We are blessed to live in and be part of such a vibrant and forwarding thinking community.  Elk Rapids has a strong 

sense of self and is founded on a proud past that is rich in tradition, but due to the regional forces that have always shaped its economic and geologic 

landscape it also knows how to adapt and embrace change to not only survive, but thrive.  Elk Rapids Schools….Thriving because of you! 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael J. Travis, ERHS Principal 

http://www.digitallearningday.org/

